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May 7, 2018 

To: Board of Directors 

Subject: Olive Tree Problem and Treatment 

Last month CVL reported to the Landscape Committee and the BOD about problems with Olive Trees at 

three entrances to A, B and C streets.  The BOD authorized tests to be conducted by plant health service 

companies to diagnose the problem and suggest remedies. 

 

Attached is technical report from March 23, 2018 from Waypoint Analytical describing the problem known 

as, “Xylella Fastidiosa (Leaf scorch).  This is caused by the Glassy-winged Sharpshooter (GWSS)that feed 

on sap of leaves.  This is often caused by drought conditions.  There is no know cure but pruning and 

treatment can heath heathy trees and slow down the impact on infected trees. 

 

The HOA has a substantial investment in Olive Trees on the slopes and median of A, B and C Street 

entrances.  The HOA has 31 Olive trees at these three locations with a value of $3,000 to $5,000 each, for 

total investment of approximately $125,000 if replaced at current size. CVL recommended outside advise 

be obtained from RPW Services, a plant heath care and pest control expert firm, for a treatment plan.  

Attached is report from RPW Services.   

 

RPW Services recommends treating the trees and soil injection/drenching and truck injections.  It also 

recommends plant heath care mix of combination of fertilizers, micronutrients, fungicides and insecticides 

be applied to the soil.  Care recommendation also includes special pruning with sterilized tools to remove 

patches of dead foliage, twigs and branches.  This is best industry practice to control population of GWSS 

and other leaf-sucking pests.  If pests persist a foliar spray can be added to the treatment plan. 

 

CVL recommends we proceed with this treatment plan.  This is an annual treatment and will need to be 

evaluated next year to determine rate of success and need to do a second treatment.  If treatment fails dead 

trees would need to be removed at a cost of approximately $500 to $1,000 each depending on size. 

 

The cost of the treatments is $6,545.  Detailed breakdown of recommended treatment by location and costs 

is provided on exhibits to the report as follows: 

Exhibit A 14 trees, $2,800 

Exhibit B 9 trees, $2,145 

Exhibit C 8 trees, $1,600 

Total Cost 31 trees, $6,545 

  

The Landscape Committee recommends approval of funding in FY 2018-2019 budget for work to be 

scheduled for July.  If anyone has a question, please contact me.  Thank you. 

Ron 
Ron Rubino, President 

ron@eastbluff.net 

(949) 683-6130 
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